
 

 

Notice of meeting and agenda 

 

 

Education, Children and Families Committee 

 

10.00 am Tuesday, 13th September, 2022 

 

Dean of Guild Court Room - City Chambers 

 

This is a public meeting and members of the public are welcome to attend 

The law allows the Council to consider some issues in private. Any items under “Private 

Business” will not be published, although the decisions will be recorded in the minute. 
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Email:  lesley.birrell@edinburgh.gov.uk/matthew.brass@edinburgh.gov.uk 
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1.  Order of Business 

1.1   Including any notices of motion and any other items of business 

submitted as urgent for consideration at the meeting. 

 

 

2. Declaration of Interests 

2.1   Members should declare any financial and non-financial interests 

they have in the items of business for consideration, identifying 

the relevant agenda item and the nature of their interest. 

 

 

3. Deputatations 

3.1   If any 

 

 

4.  Minutes 

4.1   Minute of Education, Children and Families of 1 March 2022 – 

submitted for approval as a correct record  

 

9 - 22 

4.2   Minute of Education, Children and Families of 3 May 2022 – 

submitted for approval as a correct record  

 

23 - 26 

4.3   Minute of Education, Children and Families of 2 August 2022 – 

submitted for approval as a correct record  

 

27 - 30 

5. Forward Planning 

5.1   Work Programme 

 

31 - 34 
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5.2   Rolling Actions Log 

 

35 - 74 

6. Business Bulletin 

6.1   Business Bulletin 

 

75 - 84 

7. Executive Decisions 

7.1   Standards & Quality Report and Education and Improvement 

Plan – Report by the Executive Director of Education and 

Children's Services 

85 - 124 

7.2   Edinburgh Learns for Life: Equity – Report by the Executive 

Director of Education and Children's Services 

125 - 146 

7.3   Youth and Children's Work – Report by the Executive Director of 

Education and Children's Services 

147 - 154 

7.4   Gaelic Medium Education (GME) Update – Report by the 

Executive Director of Education and Children's Services 

155 - 162 

7.5   Learning Estate Update - Engagement Planning – Report by the 

Executive Director of Education and Children's Services 

163 - 170 

7.6   School Meals Report 2022 – Report by the Executive Director of 

Place 

171 - 182 

7.7   Early Years Partner Provider - Hourly Rate for Funded Early 

Learning and Childcare – Report by the Executive Director of 

Education and Children's Services 

183 - 242 

7.8   Revenue Monitoring 2022-23 - Month Three Position – Report by 

the Executive Director of Education and Children's Services 

243 - 246 

7.9   Empowered Learning Programme – Report by the Service 

Director – Customer & Digital Services 

247 - 256 
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7.10   Attainment in the Senior Phase, 2020-21 – Report by the 

Executive Director of Education and Children's Services 

257 - 272 

7.11   Quality, Improvement and Scrutiny – Report by the Executive 

Director of Education and Children's Services 

273 - 290 

7.12   Response to National Improvement Framework Consultation on 

Measures – Report by the Executive Director of Education and 

Children's Services 

291 - 304 

7.13   Internal Audit: Overdue Findings and Key Performance Indicators 

as at 26 January 2022 - Referral from the Governance, Risk and 

Best Value Committee 

 

305 - 322 

8. Routine Decisions 

8.1   None. 

 

 

9. Motions 

9.1   Motion by Councillor Louise Young – St Margaret’s Primary 

School – Catchment Review  

“Committee notes that: 

 St Margaret’s Primary School in South Queensferry is 

within the catchment for St Augustine’s Secondary School 

in the city centre. However, due to the distance and travel 

time (which during morning traffic can take 35-40mins 

each way), most P7 pupils go on to attend the local 

Queensferry High School instead of the denominational 

school.  

 Sinclair Academy denominational school in Winchburgh, 

West Lothian, is significantly closer and would mean a 

round trip for parents of approx. 30mins and would give 

pupils more time to engage in extra-curricular activities, 

homework, or time with family.  

 Edinburgh Council was approached by West Lothian 
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Council during construction of Sinclair Academy, regarding 

the option to include West of Edinburgh in their catchment 

but this was not progressed.  

 While non-catchment requests are considered by West 

Lothian, this offers no guarantee to St Margaret’s families 

and with the ongoing housing development in West 

Lothian, it may become more difficult to secure a place. 

This is of particular concern for families with more than one 

child if there is no guaranteed place for a sibling.  

 Following representations to ward councillors and a 

meeting with council officers, it was agreed to carry out a 

survey of parents to determine preference for secondary 

school catchment. 80% of parents responded covering 

82% of the pupils. The results of this survey show that over 

a third of parents wish their child to go on to a 

denominational secondary school, and another third are as 

yet undecided. 100% of these two categories of families 

wish to pursue a catchment change to Sinclair Academy. 

 Committee therefore agrees: 

 That there is a clear indication from the parent body of St 

Margaret’s that they wish to explore a change of 

secondary school catchment.  

 To instruct officers to enter into formal discussion with 

West Lothian Council on the option to realign the 

catchment and ascertain whether they are willing to 

accommodate this change. 

 To ask officers to keep the Parent Council and ward 

councillors updated on these discussions and whether re-

alignment can progress. 

To bring a report to the Education, Children and Families 

Committee in November on the outcome of discussion with West 

Lothian Council and if agreeable, setting out the next steps for the 

formal catchment consultation process.” 

9.2   Motion by Councillor Steve Burgess – Outdoor Learning for 

Edinburgh Schools 

“This Committee; 
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1. Recognises that Learning for Sustainability is a core part of 

the General Teaching Council for Scotland’s (GTCS) 

professional standards and that ‘Outdoor Learning’ is one 

of the three core strands of Learning for Sustainability, 

alongside Global Citizenship and Sustainable 

Development Education; 

2. Understands that the outdoor environment offers 

motivating, exciting, different, relevant and easily 

accessible contexts for children to learn and develop; 

3. Welcomes the programme of residential and excursions for 

Edinburgh schools and the report on this to committee in 

August 2021; 

4. Recognises the other opportunities to integrate onsite and 

local outdoor learning into the core curriculum and the 

school day; 

5. Therefore, requests an update report on outdoor learning 

in Edinburgh schools including in particular; 

I. How outdoor learning is delivered day-to-day in 

Edinburgh schools; 

II. The coverage and frequency of provision of outdoor 

learning across all schools, particularly primary 

schools; 

III. How schools and teachers are supported to provide 

outdoor learning; 

IV. Plans for further development of outdoor learning.” 

 

 

 

10. Resolution to consider in private 

10.1   The Committee is requested under Section 50(A)(4) of the Local 

Government (Scotland) Act 1973 to exclude the public from the 

meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that it 

would involve the disclosure of exempt information as defined in 

Paragraphs 8 and 9 of Part 1 of Schedule 7A of the Act. 
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11. Private Reports 

11.1   Currie Community High School - Referral from the Finance and 

Resources Committee 

 

323 - 332 

Nick Smith 

Service Director – Legal and Assurance 

 

Committee Members 

Councillor Joan Griffiths (Convener), Councillor Steve Burgess, Councillor Christopher 

Cowdy, Councillor Euan Davidson, Councillor Tim Jones, Councillor David Key, 

Councillor Simita Kumar, Councillor Martha Mattos Coelho, Councillor Kayleigh O'Neill, 

Councillor Val Walker and Councillor Louise Young. 

Added Members for Education Items 

Religious Representatives 

Fiona Beveridge, Angela Campbell and Dr Ruhy Parris. 

Information about the Education, Children and Families Committee 

The Education, Children and Families Committee consists of 11 Councillors, 3 religious 

representatives and 1 parent representative (non-voting) and is appointed by the City of 

Edinburgh Council.   

Further information 

If you have any questions about the agenda or meeting arrangements, please contact 

Lesley Birrell or Matthew Brass, Committee Services, City of Edinburgh Council, 

Business Centre 2.1, Waverley Court, 4 East Market Street, Edinburgh EH8 8BG,   

email lesley.birrell@edinburgh.gov.uk/matthew.brass@edinburgh.gov.uk. 

The agenda, minutes and public reports for this meeting and all the main Council 

committees can be viewed online by going to www.edinburgh.gov.uk/cpol.  

Webcasting of Council meetings 

Please note this meeting may be filmed for live and subsequent broadcast via the 

Council’s internet site – at the start of the meeting the Convener will confirm if all or part 

of the meeting is being filmed. 

http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/cpol
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The Council is a Data Controller under current Data Protection legislation.  We 

broadcast Council meetings to fulfil our public task obligation to enable members of the 

public to observe the democratic process.  Data collected during this webcast will be 

retained in accordance with the Council’s published policy including, but not limited to, 

for the purpose of keeping historical records and making those records available via the 

Council’s internet site. 

Any information presented by individuals to the Council at a meeting, in a deputation or 

otherwise, in addition to forming part of a webcast that will be held as a historical 

record, will also be held and used by the Council in connection with the relevant matter 

until that matter is decided or otherwise resolved (including any potential appeals and 

other connected processes).  Thereafter, that information will continue to be held as 

part of the historical record in accordance with the paragraphs above. 

If you have any queries regarding this, and, in particular, if you believe that use and/or 

storage of any particular information would cause, or be likely to cause, substantial 

damage or distress to any individual, please contact Committee Services 

(committee.services@edinburgh.gov.uk). 


